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Well-rounded,
medium- to full-
bodied but not
overwhelming. A
good wine by itself
or with food. 89
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90-100 Outstanding

80-89 Very Good

Below 70 Really bad and
probably won't even be
mentioned
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70-79 Good

12121212121212121212 Top California
wines $12 &
Under

2. Kenwood Vintage Red Wine 2004 - Lots of
jammy fruit. Well-balanced and smooth. A tasty
value. 89

3. Blue Jean - Practically Zin-like. Good legs and
depth. This wine would make David Bowie proud.
89

4. Stephen Vincent Merlot 2003 - Is this a Cab or a
Merlot? Either way, it�s good. Flavorful without being
overbearing with smooth fruit. 88

5. Forest Glen Chardonnay 2004 - Really buttery
and oaky. A classic California Chard. 88

6. Dancing Bull Merlot 2004 - A simple yet
enjoyable Merlot full of jammy flavors. Slightly
tannic and versatile. 88

7. Kendall-Jackson Sauvignon Blanc 2005 - The
nose gives hints of sweetness and acidity. The
flavors in the mouth deliver. 88

8. Crane Lake Shiraz 2004 - Nothing fancy but a
dependable, fruit-packed, medium-bodied Shiraz. At
about $5-6 a bottle, it�s practically a steal. 87

9. Three Thieves Chardonnay 2005 - Melon flavors
with a clean finish. Fun in a jug. 87

10. Valley Home Pinot Grigio 2005 - Zesty with
good fruit. Refreshing and not too sweet. 87

11. Jewell Viognier 2004 - Very Chard-like. If that�s
your preference, this one�s for you. 86

12. Century Cellars BV Merlot 2004 - Hints of
berries and chocolate combine to make a great
little red for burgers or pasta. 86
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Conti Contini Sangiovese 2004 - Dark and lush. Medium- to full-bodied.
Rewarding. 89

Clos de la Granière Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2001 - Smooth and medium-bodied
with earthy overtones. Soft yet slightly tannic finish. 89

Parent Bourgogne Pinot Noir 2003 - Smooth and with delicate cherry fruits. Not
as earthy as some Burgundies, but still true to the Burgundian style. 89

Mad Dogs and Englishmen 2004 - Slightly medicinal and very good. Excellent
blend of Shiraz, Cab and Monastrell. 89

Picinni Chianti 2004 - Soft and full of ripe cherry flavors. Easy to drink. 88

Zeal Sauvignon Blanc 2005 - Refreshing with good acidity. Another example of
what makes New Zealand such a renowned producer of S. Blanc. 88

Feudo Arancio Nero D�Avola 2004 - A simple red that comes alive in your mouth.
Well-developed. Perfect with pasta or pizza. 88

Pascual Tosos Sauvignon Blanc 2004 - An Argentine
full of excitement. Caramel flavors with a lasting finish.
88

Greco Malvar White 2004 - Looking for something
different? This value from Spain is a uniquely flavored
white. Slightly complex but easy to sip. 88

Heath Southern Roo Cab/Shiraz 2002 - Well-made
with slightly sweet overtones. Not the cough syrup
taste often associated with Aussie reds. 88

Juno Sauvignon Blanc 2006 - Funky nose. Tropical
fruit in the mouth. A South African just different enough
to make it worth a try. 87

Clean Slate Riesling 2005 - Like its name, this
German Riesling has a clean, fairly sweet character
with a welcome touch of minerality. Refreshing with a
lasting finish. 87

J.J. Müller Riesling 2004 - Sweet and tasty.
Affordable, which makes it even better. 87

Esperto Pinot Grigio 2005 - Not too fruity. Well-
developed. 86

Laurenz und Sophie
Singing Grüner Veltliner
2005 - Fresh, grassy and
acidic. Slightly creamy finish.
With a sharp-looking bottle/
label and a twist-off cap, this
is the type of wine that could
continue to put Austria on the
wine map in the US. 88

Vanna,
can we
buy a
vowel?

In last month's
issue, we
mistakenly
(mis)identified
Voga Pinot
Grigio as
Vega. Where's
Vanna White
when we need
her? We
apologize for
the confusion.


