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Kendall-Jackson
Grand Reserve

Merlot
2004

Wine
of the
Month

Wine
of the
Month

Clean and fresh
with just the right

amount of acidity. A
Burgundy that's still

affordable. Very
good. 91

½ ½ ½

Trinchero Family
Syrah
2006

Faiveley
Bourgogne

Blanc
2004

One of those affordable summer wines that doesn't
disappoint. Nothing too complex but just a fun wine
to chill and sip on a summer afternoon. At about $5,
a great value, too. 86

Crane Lake
Pinot Grigio

2006

The Cork RThe Cork RThe Cork RThe Cork RThe Cork ReporteporteporteporteportThe Cork RThe Cork RThe Cork RThe Cork RThe Cork Reporteporteporteporteport

Intense all the way through - from the first
sniff to the lingering finish. Full of rich fruits,

especially cherry, this wine fills the mouth
with delicate flavors and a slightly tannin

finish. A must for Merlot lovers and Merlot
critics alike. 89

90-100 Outstanding

80-89 Very Good

Below 70 Really bad and
probably won't even be
mentioned

Guide to the
Cork RCork RCork RCork RCork Reporteporteporteporteport

70-79 Good

Aromas of blackberries lead to rich and
balanced flavors of strawberries and a hint
of chocolate. Well-rounded with a pleasant
finish. Good by itself but even better with
something off the grill. 89



          June 2007 -   13

The Best of 2007 ... So FThe Best of 2007 ... So FThe Best of 2007 ... So FThe Best of 2007 ... So FThe Best of 2007 ... So Fararararar

½ ½ ½

Dry Creek Vineyards Merlot 2003 - Full
of minty aromas with intense fruits and a
hint of oak. Fantastic.  92

El Coto de Imaz Rioja Gran Reserva
1996 - Oak and vanilla flavors. Creamy
and very good. 92

El Coto Rioja Crianza 2002 - Elegant
and flavorful. At about $10, gotta love it.
91

Gundlach Bundschu Pinot Noir 2004 -
Smooth with rich cherry fruits. Full of
finesse. Very rewarding.  91

Yellow by Yellowglen - A
wonderful Australian bubbly
full of excitement and easy to
enjoy. A great value, too. 91

Brokenwood Cricket Pitch
2002 - A blend of Cabernet,
Shiraz, Merlot and Cabernet
Franc. This wine gets points
for the nose and label but
most importantly for the
outstanding taste. Unlike any
others in this group. Very,
very good. 91

Rosenblum Monte Rosso
Vineyard Reserve 2005 � A

powerful wine full of zest. Bold and chewy. One of
Rosenblum�s best. 91

Dry Creek Vineyard Somers Ranch 2004 � Soft
tannins. Rich fruits and a hint of spice. Lots of
finesse. 91

Montevina Sierra Foothills 2003 � Winemaker
Chris Leamy, one of our favorites, displays his talent
for Zins with this wine. Simultaneously simple yet
complex. Chewy tannins cover your palate and linger.
90

Rosenblum Lake County 2005 � This wine offers a
wide combination of flavors, including blackberries
and a hint of vanilla. 90

Montevina Terra d�Oro Deaver Vineyard 2004 �
Another fine offering from Amador County. What you
hope for and expect from California Zin. Well-
balanced, big and flavorful. Especially good with
something off the grill. 90

Montevina Terra d�Oro Amador County 2004 � Chewy, spicy,
full-bodied. A winner all the way through! 90

Heath Wines Southern Roo Cabernet Sauvignon-Shiraz 2002
� Anticipation builds as you look at the color and legs in the glass.
Full-bodied and very smooth. 90

Archetype Barossa Shiraz 2005 � Heady on the nose and heavy
fuel on the palate. This wine has berry flavors, especially blueberry,
and muscle. 90

Thorn-Clarke Barossa Shiraz 2005 � Vanilla flavors shine through
but don�t overshadow the fruits and a hint of chocolate. Well-made,
complex and easy to drink. 90

Maximin Grünhäuser Herrenberg Riesling Kabinett 2005 � What
you would expect from this producer. Inviting nose, complex flavors
and a lasting finish. Very, very good and worth aging. 90

Schloss Vollrads Rheingau Riesling 2005 � Fresh nose. Clean
and crisp with acidity and minerality. 90

Nachtgold Eiswein 2004 � Golden hue and intense nose with
distinct legs. Make room for this gem on the dessert table.
Sweet, filling and complex � a solid troika. 90

Wyndham Estate Bin 333 Pinot Noir 2005 � Medium-
bodied and delicate Aussie Pinot. You don�t see too many
Aussie Pinots, but they�re usually pretty good. This one leads
the way. 89

Zeal Sauvignon Blanc 2006 - Fresh and as crisp as ever.
The new vintage of this New Zealand white delivers again. 89

Sebeka Shiraz-Pinotage
�Cape Blend� 2006 � The
Shiraz helps mellow the
Pinotage, making this an
approachable wine with lots
of blackberry fruits, spice
and earthy flavors. Very
good. 89

Saarstein Riesling 2005 �
A mineral nose leads to a
slightly sweet tasting wine.
Enjoyable finish. 89

Josef Friederich
Bernkasteler Kurfürstlay
Spätlese 2005 � Green
apple aromas. Very
refreshing. 89

Josef Friederich
Oppenheimer
Krötenbrunnen Auslese
2005 � Golden hue and hints
of caramel on the palate. An
elegant wine. 89

Baroncini Chianti 2005 - At first a
simple Chianti that quickly evolves
into a fmouth-filling, slightly tannic
and blackberry fruit-filled wine. Very
good. 88
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